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Our school visit schedule in 2019
was busy, interesting and produc-

tive. We were able to see 66 students 
and staff at 5 schools: 
In Central Thailand 
• Lablaesri Wittaya, Uttaradit
• Nampad Chanupathum, Uttaradit

In Northeast (Isaan) Thailand
• Udon Thammanusorn,  Udonthani
• Sriwilai Vittaya , Buengkan
• U-Tane Pattana, Nakhon Phanom

Two to three times a year Scholarship 
visits some of our schools to do an in-
person check and see how things are 
going. It is important that we verify 
the schools are adhering to our guide-
lines and that everything is running 
smoothly. 
We meet with the school director and 
advisors to go over program specifics. 
Each school’s needs are different, and 
the levels of English-speaking skills 
vary. It is important we understand 
how each school functions to make 

SCHOOL VISITS IN REVIEW 

Touring the facilities at Udon Thammanusorn School during the school 
visit in September.

Jinee presents grad certificate to M6 student Ms 
Thitiporn at Lablesri Wittaya School.

Girls at Nampad Chanupathum School enjoy opening their 
new backpacks provided by Chevron Thailand.

Some students wear traditional dress and perform for us 
when we visit their school.

Scholarship students, their advisors and AWC volunteers who visited Udon 
Thammanusorn School in September. 

sure the needs of our students are 
being met. 
But our most important task is to 
touch base with our students and get 
to know them a little better. The girls 
are so appreciative of the opportunity 
we have given them to stay in school. 
As with the staff, their level of English 
varies but is usually poor to moderate. 
Learning English is a difficult task in 
these rural areas as there are few to 
no native English speakers who 
teach. 
Despite the language barrier 
we have a great time playing 
simple games like duck-
duck-goose, Simon Says, and 
memory games as a way to 

loosen everyone up. Then we take 
some time to learn about the girls’ 
home lives, what they like to do, and 
what they aspire to be after school.
Many of our girls continue on to 
university. We have had the privilege 
of meeting former AWC Scholarship 
students that went on to school to 
become teachers and are now back at 
their home schools. It is wonderful to 
see our program come full circle. 
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School Visit Impressions 

We are so proud of our 
girls and all they are 
able to overcome and 

accomplish!

HOME VISITS 
Home visits give us a chance to see why our support is so crucial. Most of our 
girls come from humble homes. Some are only children, but most have 2-3 
siblings. Sometimes we visit single-parent homes or those with no parents 
present. Even when parents are involved and working, the income is still 
lacking. Our girls come from farming families, others have parents who work in 
factories or create hand-made goods. 
These visits can be heartwarming and heartbreaking at the same time. Their 
homes are simple structures, often elevated, with no more than 3 or 4 rooms. 
Many do not have running water or indoor plumbing. The kitchens are often at 
the back of the home or may be a separate area next to the house. They consist 
of a small burner or fire pit and simple cooking utensils. Furniture is sparse. 
Beds are often a small sleeping pad on the floor. Lighting can be a single 
bulb hanging, or sometimes none at all. Electricity is expensive in Thai-
land, so these families may not have it nor use it much if they do.
Regardless of how little the family may have, we see love and pride in the 
homes. These people graciously welcome us as visitors and allow us to 
look around and get a feel for their everyday life. They offer us food and 
sometimes a small gift of rice or mangos. And the love and pride for their 
daughter is always evident. 
While our girls may come from humble beginnings, their families are as 
passionate about their education as we are. 

meet with us and learn where we 
came from and what we were doing 
in Thailand. What also struck me was 
their eagerness and strong desire 
to continue their education. All of 
them had BIG dreams they wanted to 
pursue after completing high school.
The most humbling part of the trip 
were the home visits but, despite 
their meager surroundings, they were 
open and generous and wanted us to 
feel welcome. 

I couldn’t help but think how much 
I have taken for granted growing up 
and getting my education. There was 
never a question I wouldn’t finish high 
school and continue to university. The 
visit in September not only allowed 
me to see a few villages I might have 
not seen but also to connect with, 
even briefly, what living and growing 
up in rural Thailand is about. 

– Andrea DiCastro, AWC volunteer

Being fairly new to AWC and Thailand, 
I did not know what to expect when 
I decided to join the September 
Scholarship School Visits. I am always 
trying  to learn more about Thailand 
and felt this was a perfect way to go a 
bit deeper. 
I was impressed with all the young 
women we had the opportunity to 
meet and spend time with. They were 
genuinely interested and excited to 


